
WGS 2500 Introduction to Women’s and Gender Studies

Fall 2010

Basic Information
Class meets: Tuesday and Thursday, 10:40-12:00, 0101 Tureaud Hall
Instructor: Professor Ondercin
Office: 118F Himes Hall & 208C Stubbs Hall
E-mail: ondercin@lsu.edu
Office Phone: If calling during office hours 578-4804. If calling some other time 578-2550.
Office hours: Tuesday 1:00-4:00 and by appointment. Office hours will be held in 118F Himes
Hall unless otherwise announced.

E-mail is an effective way to reach me, I check my messages several times a day. If you can’t
attend my office hours, talk to me and we can make an appointment. Never hesitate to talk
to me if you have a problem, comment, or concern.

Course Description

Women’s and gender studies is an interdisciplinary program that critically examines the role
of gender in shaping society and the daily lives of men and women. This course is designed
to provide an introduction to the historical and contemporary issues and debates in women’s
and gender studies. The class begins by laying the historical and theoretical foundation
necessary to understand contemporary feminism and feminist theory. We start by exploring
what is women’s and gender studies and what is feminism. We critically examine how gender
and other identities (race, class, sexual identity, disability, and nation) shape privilege and
power. Then we study the feminist and women’s rights movement in the United States.
From there we move on to how we learn gender and how our physical bodies are gendered.
Finally, we cover a wide range of topics that engage feminist scholars, writers, and activists.
These include: body image, beauty, sexuality, media, women’s health, reproduction, violence
against women, women’s work, sexual harassment, family, marriage, politics, global feminist
issues, and activism. We conclude by considering the future of feminism.

The readings for this class reflect the interdisciplinary nature of women’s and gender stud-
ies. We will read material from sociology, political science, history, English, philosophy, and
communication studies. Some of the authors call academia home, some are activists, others
are journalists, and most are some combination. The readings are a mix of classic and con-
temporary, designed to give an appreciation of the origins of feminism and an understanding
of the current status of feminism. Additionally, the types of readings are diverse. We will
be reading some theoretical work, pieces that combine theory and practice, pop culture, and
accounts of personal experience.
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Women’s and gender studies programs were a development of the second wave of the women’s
rights movement. The material covered in the class takes a feminist and critical perspective
in analyzing the role of gender in society. You are likely to be exposed to new ideas or ideas
that might challenge your current belief system. I encourage you to keep an open mind when
reading and during class discussion and think critically about the material covered.

Course Objectives

• Introduce concepts and frameworks feminist scholars have developed.

• Learn how to analyze arguments and “read” gender in our every day lives.

• Increase the awareness of the historical and contemporary status of women in the
United States and globally.

General Education Objectives

This class is a general education class at Louisiana State University and is designed to satisfy
several of the general education objectives of the university.

• Develop effective written and oral communication skills.

• Understand critical methods of inquiry.

• Comprehend how knowledge is acquired and applied.

• Develop an appreciation of the roles of the arts and the humanities and nature and
function of the social sciences.

• Develop the ability to deal with moral and ethical issues.

• Understand other cultures and other times.

Class Guidelines

The primary format for this class is discussion based with occasional group projects, indi-
vidual projects and lecture. Two things are very important to the success of this class: your
participation in class and that you have completed the readings before the class in which we
will discuss them. Not having the reading done adversely affects your ability to participate
in class and, subsequently, your grade. You cannot learn from each other, and I cannot
learn from you, if you are not prepared for class. I encourage you to ask questions you may
have about lectures, class discussions, readings, and things you see in the news. Do not be
passive; class will be much more interesting and you will learn the material better if you are
an active participant.
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Class attendance is the responsibility of the student. The student is expected to attend all
classes. A student who finds it necessary to miss class assumes responsibility for making up
examinations, obtaining lecture notes, and otherwise compensating for what may have been
missed. I will not take attendance in the class; however, it will be hard to do well in the
class if you do not regularly attend. It goes without saying that attending class will prove
very useful; a great deal of the material for which you will be responsible for can only be
learned in class. Participation is graded and you can not participate if you are not present.
If doing the readings and attending class will be too difficult, please give serious thought to
dropping this class.

All assignments are due on the date listed in the tentative course schedule. I do not accept
assignments e-mailed to me, slipped under my office door or put in my mail box. I do not
accept late assignments. All assignments are to be typed.

If you are absent for the midterm exam you will have the option to take a cumulative final
exam. The cumulative final exam will be essay format. Your grade for the cumulative final
will serve as your grade for both the midterm and the final exam. If you missed the midterm
exam and would like to take the cumulative final you will need to inform me of this decision
by e-mail no later than November 23rd. Do not assume I will remember that you missed the
final exam, you must send an e-mail.

If you are experiencing problems of any sort please talk to me as early as possible. Everyone
learns differently and has different strengths and weaknesses. I try to develop class activities
and ways to assess your progress that accommodate these various learning styles. With that
said there may be parts of this class that you find challenging. If you come and talk with me
we can work on those issues to ensure your success in the class. However, if you wait until
the day before the exam or an assignment is due it will be too late. So please talk to me as
soon as you begin experience problems.

In this class we will cover many sensitive and personal topics. During our discussions I want
everyone to feel free to share their opinions and experiences with each other. Each of us
brings a unique perspective to the class and we can all learn from this diversity. In order to
make this possible you need to be respectful of other people’s opinions, even if they are the
direct opposite of your own beliefs. I will not tolerate personal attacks on another other or
the use of disrespectful language. There is no room for an atmosphere of intimidation, and
I will not tolerate it in this class. If there are any issues that you feel uncomfortable with
please feel free to talk to me.

I will not discuss or send grades via e-mail. E-mail is not a secure form of communication,
meaning anyone can read your messages. In order to protect your privacy, I will not e-mail
you your grades. However, I am happy to discuss your grades with you in person anytime
during office hours or by appointment.
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Please shut your cell phones off before coming to class. It is disturbing to me and
your fellow students. I reserve the right to confiscate phones if this becomes a problem.
Please leave the newspaper, crossword puzzles, and other work at home. NO LAPTOPS
ALLOWED. Using cell phones, text messaging, or doing other non-class related activities
between 10:40 and 12:00 on Tuesdays and Thursdays will result in your participation grade
being lowered.

All students are expected to work independently on all assignments. Group and collaborative
work is not permitted unless specific instructions are given. All students are required to read
and be familiar with the Code of Student Conduct found at www.lsu.edu/judicialaffairs
as well as all other university policies and procedures. If you have questions about what con-
stitutes plagiarism see: http://www.lib.lsu.edu/instruction/plagiarism/html.

Students with disabilities: Reasonable accommodations will be made for any student with
documented disabilities to ensure that the student is able to participate in class to the best
of their abilities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course or have
questions about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible. Reasonable
accommodations will be made for all students with disabilities, but it is the student’s respon-
sibility to inform the instructor early in the term. It is also the student’s responsibility to
register with the disability services office on campus. Do not wait until just before an exam
to decide you want to inform the instructor of a learning disability; any accommodations for
disabilities must be arranged well in advance.

If you did not attend the first day of class and/or added the class late, all class policies apply
equally to you. It is your responsible to find out any information gone over during the class
periods you missed. Deadlines will not be adjusted on an individual basis.

Grading

Grades for this class will be assigned based on participation, conversation starters, short
activities, one writing assignment, and two exams. The point values, the percent of the final
grade, and due dates are listed in the table below. Additionally, the due dates for assign-
ments are listed in the tentative schedule below.

Participation. Participation in class discussions and other classroom activities is extremely
important; as a result participation is worth 10% of your final grade. This means if you fail
to participate the highest grade you will be able to receive in this class is a B. Your participa-
tion grade will be assessed based on contributions to class. You are expected to be engaged
in class discussions, ask questions, and contribute to group work. Participation is not simply
about quantity or quality. You should participate on a regular basis in a meaningful way.
You will not earn participation points by simply showing up and sitting silently in your chair.
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Table 1: Assignments and Due Dates
point value percent of grade Due Dates

Participation 10 10% continually assessed
Conversation Starters 10 10% continually assessed
Activities 10 10% see schedule below
Writing Assignment 15 15% November 23rd

Exam 1 25 25% September 30th

Exam 2 30 30% December 10th

Totals 100 100%

Conversation Starters. Each student is expected to come to class each day with a con-
versation starter based on the readings for the class. A conversation starter is a few sentence
reaction to the readings that will engage your classmates. The format for conversation
starters is informal. They can consist of a few sentences reacting to a reading (or part of
a reading) that you liked, that you disliked or, that you didn’t fully understand. Each day
will will choose students to read their conversation starters as a way to begin our discussion
of the readings.

Periodically throughout the class you will be asked to turn in your conversation starters. As
a result you should make sure your conversation starters are written out before coming to
class. You do not need to type them, just make sure I can read them. Make sure when you
turn in your conversation starter your name is on the sheet of paper. I also recommend that
you either write or type them on paper sperate from your notes, so that you are not turning
in your notes.

Each day there are readings I will randomly select a set of students who will turn in their
conversation starters. Each student will be chosen 5 times throughout the semester. If you
are not in class the day your name is selected you will not receive credit for that particular
conversation starter. There are no make-ups. I will not take conversation starters e-mailed
to me preemptively or after class. You must be in class to receive credit!

Activities. There are a set of 5 different activities that you will be asked to do outside of
class and then report on in class. The days of these activities are located in the syllabus.
More details about each activity will be distributed via Moodle.

Writing Assignment. A writing assignment is worth total of 15% of your final grade. The
writing assignment is an opportunity for you to examine some topic relating to women’s
and gender studies more in-depth. You can choose any topic you would like; however, the
instructor will need to approve the topic in advance. Paper topics are due October 19th at
which time the instructor will approve them. Failure to turn in the paper topics means your
grade will be automatically lowered 1 whole letter grade.
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Exams. There will be two exams. The dates for each of these are listed above and in the
course outline. The exams will consist of a variety of question formats including definitions,
short-answer, and essay. Please note the make-up exam policy.

I recognize that when under time constraints your exams will not consist of elegant prose.
Grammar and spelling mistakes will not be counted against you in exams, unless I am unable
to understand your writing. I do expect you to use complete sentences that make sense and
are legible.

Table 2: Grade Distribution out of 100 points
A 100–90
B 89–80
C 79–70
D 69-60
F 59 and below

Grade Appeal. I will not discuss changes in grades on exams or papers for 24 hours after
the paper or exam has been handed back. If you feel that I missed an important point that
you made or there is some other problem with your grade after 24 hours you may submit
a grade appeal. Your appeal should be a typed argument for why your grade should be
changed. It should be no longer than 1 page. You will need to hand the appeal and the
original paper or exam back into me for review. I will then ask you to schedule a time to
meet with me to discuss the appeal. Appealing the grade does not mean I will automatically
increase your grade.

Extra Credit. Extra credit will not be given on an individual basis. Everyone in the class
has the opportunity to earn extra credit by completing the extra credit assignments posted
on Moodle. There are two options for extra credit, each one worth 2 points, meaning you can
earn up to 4 points in extra credit. Simply completing the extra credit does not guarantee
that you will receive a full 4 points.

Required Books

There is only one required book for this class (see below). Additional readings are noted in
the course outline below and have been posted on Moodle. You should print out the readings
from Moodle before you read them and bring them with you to class.

• Women, Culture, & Society A Reader by Barbara J. Balliet. Fifth edition.
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Tentative Course Outline1

Week One: Introduction to Class

• Tuesday, August 24th Class Begins. Overview of Class.

• Thursday, August 26th Women and Gender Studies: What is it and why do we need
it?

– “Claiming an Education” Adrienne Rich, Moodel.

– “Transform the World: What you can do with a degree in women’s studies” by
Nikki Anyanna Stewart. Ms. Magazine Moodle

– “Women’s Studies: A Man’s Perspective” by Evan Weissman. Moodle

Week Two: Gender and Sex

• Tuesday, August 31st Sex 6= Gender

– “The Five Sexes, Revisited” Anne Fausto-Sterling in Balliet, p 54-59.

– “The Social Construction of Gender” Judith Lorber, in Balliet, p 9-17.

• Thursday, September 2nd Learning Gender

– “X: A Fabulous Child’s Story” by Lois Gould. Moodle

Week Three: Sex and Sexuality

• Tuesday, September 7th Constructing Masculinity

– Activity 1 Due: Toy Stories.

– “Masculinity as Homophobia Fear, Shame, and Silence in the Construction of
Gender Identity” Kimmel, Micheal S. in Balliet, p 32-44.

• Thursday, September 9th Constructing Sexualities

– “Capitalism and Gay Identity” John D’Emilio. in Balliet, p 45-53.

Week Four: Systems of Power and Privilege

• Tuesday, September 14th The System of Patriarchy

1I have spent a great deal of time planning this course. However, it may occasionally become necessary
for me to change the dates of planned activities due to circumstances that arise in class, or in local and
national conversations about gender. Any changes to this schedule will be announced verbally in class. It is
the students responsibility to note changes and adhere to the new schedule.
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– “Patriarchy, the System An it, Not a He, a Them, or an Us” by Allan G. John-
son.Moodle

– “Oppression” Marily Frye, Moodle

• Thursday, September 16th Intersection with Race

– “The Making and Unmaking of Whiteness” Ruth Frankenburg, in Balliet, p 18-31.

Week Five: Intersections of Identities and Introduction to Feminism

• Tuesday, September 21st Intersections and Locations

– “Age, Race, Class, and Sex: Women Redefining Difference” Audre Lorde, in
Balliet, p 3-8.

– “Essence of Culture and a Sense of History: A Feminist Critique of Cultural
Essentialism” Uma Narayan, in Balliet, p 60-7.

• Thursday, September 23rd Introduction to Feminism

– Activity 2 Due: I Spy Sexism.

– “Fear of Feminism: Why Young Women Get the Willies” Lisa Maria Hogeland,
in Balliet, p 77-80.

– “Feminism: A Movement to End Sexist Oppression” bell hooks, in Balliet, p
81-88.

Week Six: Review and Exam

• Tuesday, September 28th Review

– No Readings

• Thursday, September 30th Exam 1

– Exam 1

Week Seven: Feminism as a Social Movement I

• Tuesday, October 5th First Wave

– “Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions, Seneca Falls” Elizabeth Cady Stan-
ton, Susan B. Anthony, and Matilda Joslyn Gage.

– “Constitutional Argument” Susan B. Anthony, Moodle.

• Thursday, October 7th Second Wave

– Activity 3 Due: Women’s Organizations.
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– “Rethinking Betty Friedan and The Feminine Mystique: Labor Union Racialism
and Feminism in Cold War America” Becky Thompson, in Balliet, p 89-114.

– “1998 Declaration of Sentiments” in Balliet, p 151-155.

– “Redstockings Manifesto” Redstockings, in Baliet, p 156-157.

Week Eight: Feminism as a Social Movement II

• Tuesday, October 12th Second Wave Reconsidered

– “The Combahee River Collecitve Statement” Combhaee River Collecitive, in Bal-
liet, p 158-163.

– “Toward Full-Inclusion Feminism: A Feminist Development of Disability Analy-
sis” Judy Rohrer in Balliet, p 132-147.

– “Multiracial Feminism: Recasting the Chronology of Second Wave Feminism”
Becky Thompson in Balliet, p 115-131.

• Thursday, October 14th Third Wave

– Activity 4: Report on Reading.

– Selected reading form Manifesta: Young Women, Feminism, and the Future.

Week Nine: Feminist Theory & Fall Break

• Tuesday, October 19th Feminist theories

– “The Variety of Feminisms and their Contribution to Gender Equality” Judith
Lorber. Moodle

– Paper topic due.

• Thursday, October 21st Fall Break

– No readings

Week Ten: Gender and the Body

• Tuesday, October 26th Constructing and Seeing a Gendered Body

– “Ways of Seeing” John Berger in Balliet, p 167-172.

• Thursday, October 28th Gender and Advertising

– Writing Assignment Topic

– “Sex, Lies, and Advertising” Gloria Steinem in Balliet, p 173-183.

Week Eleven: Gender and the Body Continued
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• Tuesday, November 2nd The size of the body

– “Letting Ourselves Go: Making Room for the Fat Body in Feminist Scholarship”
Cecilia Hartley in Balliet, p 184-192.

– “The Continuum: Anorexia, Bulimia, and Weight Preoccupation” Catrina Brown,
in Baliet p 193-200.

• Thursday, November 4th Reproduction and the body

– Activity 5 Due: Pop-culture.

– “Between Fathers and Fetuses: The Social Construction of Mail Reproduction
and the Politics of Fetal Harm” Cynthia R Daniels in Balliet p 201-223.

– “Beyond ‘A Woman’s Right to Choose’: Feminist Ideas About Reproductive
Rights” Rosalind Petchesky in Balliet, p 224-237.

Week Twelve: Violence Against Women

• Tuesday, November 9th What is violence against women?

– “Sexual Terrorism” by Carole J. Sheffield in Women a Feminist Perspective by
Jo Freeman. Moodle

• Thursday, November 11th Rape and Violence on campus.

– “Rape-Prone Versus Rape-Free Campus Culture” Peggy Reeves Sunday in Balliet
p 309-318.

– “Fraternities and Rape on Campus” by Patricia Yancey Martin and Robert A.
Hummer. in Feminist Frontiers by Verta Taylor, Nancy Whittier and Leila J.
Rupp. Moodle

Week Thirteen: Violence Against Women Continued and Marriage, Family and
Work

• Tuesday, November 16th Violence Against Women in a Global Perspective

– “Prison as a Border: A Conversation on Gender, Globalization, and Punishment”
Angela Davis and Gina Dent in Balliet, p 327-331

– “Abu Ghraib: Arguing Against Exceptionalism” Jashir K. Puar in Balliet, p
332-337.

• Thursday, November 18th Marriage, Family, and Work

– “Can This Marriage be Saved? A Forum” Ellen Willis, et. al. in Balliet, p
287-301.

– “The Politics of Housework” Pat Mainardi in Balliet, p 302-305.
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Week Fourteen: Women and Work

• Tuesday, November 23rd Women Navigating the Working World

– “Running in Place” Virginia Valian in Balliet, p 281-286.

– “Crippled Capitalist: The Inscription of Economic Dependence in the Challenge
of Female Entrepreneurship in Nineteenth-Century Americans” Susan M. Yohn
in Balliet, p 259-275.

– Writing Assignment Due

• Thursday, November 25th Thanksgiving Break

Week Fifteen: Global women and work

• Tuesday, November 30th Women and work in a global perspective

– “The Globetrotting Sneakers” Cynthia Enloe in Balliet, p 276-280.

– “Racial Ethnic Women’s Labor: The Intersections of Race, Gender, and Class
Oppression” Evelyn Nkano Gleen in Balliet, p 241-258.

– Last Day to Turn in Extra Credit

• Tuesday, December 2nd

– Review for Exam

Friday, December 10th Final exam. Same location, different time (3:00-5:00).
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